Roof Replacement Regulations in
Queensland: What You Need to Know

Replacing your roof in Queensland isn’t as simple as tearing off the old materials and
starting fresh. Depending on the scope of work, you may need formal building approvals
and must follow strict standards set out in national and state codes.

When You Need Building Approval

In Queensland, a building approvalis generally required if:

e You’re replacing more than 20% of your existing roof area, or
e Theworkinvolves structural changes, such as altering the pitch or changing

roofing materials.

A private building certifier or local council can confirm whether your project needs
approval and help guide you through the process.

The Rules and Standards That Apply

National Construction Code (NCC)

The NCC provides the overarching framework for all building work in Australia, including
roof construction. It ensures that structures meet safety, durability, and performance

requirements.

Australian Standards
Two key Australian Standards guide roof replacement work:

e AS 1684.3 —Structural design requirements for timber-framed buildings.
e AS 1562.1 -Requirements for metal roofing, including installation methods and

materials.



Queensland Development Code (QDC)

The QDC caninclude specific state-based requirements, such as energy efficiency
measures or wind load considerations.

Special Programs and Conditions

Household Resilience Program (HRP)

If you’re replacing your roof under the HRP, additional requirements for tie-downs and
wind resistance may apply to improve cyclone resilience.

Heritage-Listed Properties

Heritage protections can dictate what materials and methods are used for roof
replacement, ensuring the building’s historical character is preserved.

Cyclone-Prone Areas

In cyclone zones, stricter construction standards are enforced to withstand extreme
weather, including stronger fixings and specific tie-down details.

Sheet Roofing Requirements

Metal sheet roofs must follow guidelines for batten sizing and fixing, as well as correct
installation of flashings and capping.

Small Structures Like Garden Sheds

Even smaller buildings may require compliance with roofing and tie-down standards to
meet safety codes.

Getting Professional Help

Engaging a private certifier or licensed roofing contractor can ensure your roof
replacement meets allregulatory requirements. They can also handle the paperwork and
liaise with your local council where needed.



